
Today more than ever, we can see the signs of the existential, social, economic and 

ecological challenges that will cast their shadow on the life of future generations. 

If we want to enable our descendants to handle these challenges, we need to start 

cultivating their abilities as early as possible. Our first pre-school years are a critical 

period that form our skills and abilities as adults. 

The Noah’s Ark Initiative aims at raising men and women of vision which are firm but 

flexible individuals with the ability to both dream and fulfill their dreams, capable 

of cooperating with their human and natural surroundings; a generation that will be 

able to shape and tackle the challenges of the future.

Noah’s Ark
A Groundbreaking Way of Thinking in Early Childhood

Dov Frohman

The mastermind as well as the 
life and soul of the initiative. Dov 
Frohman is the founder and first 
general manager of Intel Israel, 
and 1991 Israel Prize laureate for 
exact sciences.

Dov, a firm believer in early 
childhood education and its 
contribution to the ability of 
future generations to handle 
challenges, considers his role in 
Noah’s Ark Initiative as his social 
and personal obligation.

Ran Cohen Harounoff

The project manager and Director 
of the Early Childhood Education 
in the Institute for Democratic 
Education. He is an education 
entrepreneur, who started 
schools, kindergartens, and 
training programs for kindergarten 
teachers. He is leading programs 
on urban change processes in 
Israel and worldwide.

Ran is specializing in early 
childhood education since a 
very early stage of his career. He 
also wrote five children's books, 
recorded an album, and  recently a 
children’s theatre play based on a 
book he wrote was produced.

The People behind the initiative

Noah’s Ark
A Groundbreaking Way of Thinking in Early Childhood

The Institute for Democratic Education
IDE is an organization for social change that promotes creative and innovative initiatives 

and processes, aimed at developing and bolstering a democratic culture. The Institute 
has more than 20 years of experience in outlining master plans, which encourage social 

and pedagogical change processes. IDE is specializing in integration of educational models 
in schools and communities; providing academic training in education entrepreneurship; adjusting 
evaluation and measurements methods; and providing guidance for innovative educational projects. 
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The Future is not a Natural Extension of the Present  

Our current economic model of perpetual consumerism will not last forever. 
At some point it will run its course. This model undermines the welfare state, 
as well as the political, social and ecological systems, and widens the social 
inequality. Our community is not spared by this phenomena, and is forced to 
cope with sectoral segregation and loss of solidarity, which destabilizes the 
social cohesion. Last but not least, our current model encourages constant 
industrialization that endangers the ecosystem. 

We are aware of the fact that the solutions and the knowledge we have 
today will not provide answers to the challenges of tomorrow and the future 
generations will have to shatter paradigms and break new grounds. We have 
the moral obligation to provide them today with individual and social skills, 
which will enable them to cope with these challenges.  

The Children of Today are the Grown-ups of Tomorrow

Early childhood is the period in which our personality is formed, as well as our 
social skills, patterns of thinking, moral values, and the ability to cooperate 
with our fellow humans and our natural surroundings. Therefore, we should 
use this window of opportunity to apply pedagogical and educational programs 
that will suit  the needs of a society in change, and  the employment market of 
the 21st century. 

Empowering the individual while encouraging the interaction with his/her 
community and natural surroundings will equip the grown-ups of tomorrow 
with the ability to cope with challenges, while maintaining an approach which 
includes open dialogue and respect.  

Noah’s Ark Initiative

The Noah’s Ark Initiative is not just any other educational program, but an 
educational startup that strives to go beyond the boundaries of education in 
order to impact our society as a whole. 

The Noah’s Ark Initiative is a flexible network of ‘lighthouse kindergartens’ that 
serve as a moral model for the entire community. The initiative will act like ‘an 
open-source’ community, encouraging educators worldwide to develop and 
share innovative educational methodologies and applications, with the aim of 
encouraging groundbreaking ways of thinking in kindergartens.

This initiative will offer guidance and support from A to Z, by matching the right 
model to each kindergarten, assimilate strategies, budgeting, teaming, guiding 
the teams, and coordinating the kindergartens that participate in this initiative. 
The initiative is suited to any educational framework, central or periphery, 
high socio-economic status or disadvantaged communities, etc. We strive 
to fine-tune the initiative and distribute the program to kindergartens in the  
devloping world, according to each specific country and culture 
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The Educational Model

Our educational model stresses curiosity, creativity, critical thinking and 
interpersonal dialogue, and strives to reinforce coping skills of pre-school 
children, with the aim to reinforce their ability to handle life in a constantly 
changing world. 

The learning process is carried out on three levels: the individual level 
(which includes the children and the kindergarten teacher), the group level 
(same-age peers), and the surrounding level (parents, community, and 
urban setting).

The Noah’s Ark Initiative encourages kindergartens to develop diverse kinds 
of learning models, whether project-based, community-based or projects 
with interdisciplinary orientation. The model can stress architecture, 
astronomy, or any other field of knowledge, as long as it promotes dialogue, 
coping skills, or new ways of thinking, and encourages cooperation 
and interaction between the individual and his or her community and 
surrounding.  

A Groundbreaking Way of Thinking in Early Childhood  - ‘Nurturing the natural  abilities of the young generation towards a thriving survival of future generations’

Variety of Models

Here are some examples of initiatives 
developed within the framework of 
Noah’s Ark Initiative: place-based 
education (PBE), project-based 
learning (PBL), and intelligence-
based education (IBE).

Here are some more examples to 
initiatives in progress: inclusion, 
soul-and-body-based learning, 
community-based learning, 
bilingualism, and learning with the 
aim of encouraging multiculturalism

The Noah's Ark Project
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