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The Institute for Democratic Education and Its Work  Methods 

�The vision of the Institute for Democratic Education is to promote democratic culture in 

education and in society.  Democratic culture is a culture which recognizes the 

responsibility of the community to develop the uniqueness of each individual in the 

community and to create opportunities for cooperation between  people and their 

surroundings, for the promotion of justice and of a sustainable society. 

The Institute for Democratic Education is engaged in establishing and modifying 

educational institutions and study programs, and in accompaniment for areas or 

settlements with a focus on educational, social and value innovation (second and third 

order changes) in Israel and throughout the world.   

The ideas of democratic education have found expression in the working patterns of the 

Institute: 

�  Creating processes which lead to a broader consensus among their participants. 

�  Creative and ground breaking products that express the intellectual diversity of the 

participants in the process 

�  Encouragement of learning processes which expose the participants to current and 

future models in the field. 
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Nationwide Programs in cooperation with the Ministr y of Education: 

 

�  "School Experiences Democracy" – development and implementation of the Ministry 

of Education's central program in response to the assassination of Prime Minister 

Yitzhak Rabin in 1995. 

�  “In Direction of Democracy” - development and implementation of the program for 

democratization and equal opportunities for the education system – 2000. 

�  Personalized Education - development and implementation of the program 

Personalized Education – 2007 (beginning in the 2008-2009 school year as part of 

the implementation of the "New Horizon" reform for junior  high schools in the 

country). 

�  Educational Pioneer - development and implementation of a program for training 

school principals – 2006. 

 
Giv’ol Library – “Educational 

Pioneer” program 

Giv’ol – “Educational Pioneer” 

program 

Giv’at Olga – Education City 

   

PISGA�Future Center for 

development of future oriented 

teaching staff 

Bat Yam – Personal Education (the 

national city of education award 

event) 

The Greenhouse for 

Educational Environmental  

Entrepreneurship (exploration 

tour) 
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Programs in Israel Today: 

 
The Institute for Democratic education Accompanies and leads 

strategic programs throughout the country in more then 30 cities and 

regions. The following is a list of several of the Institutes main 

projects: 

1. Jerusalem:   Planning the program "Jerusale m Mosaic" 
based on founding municipal Excellence 
centers 

2. Bat Yam:  Development and  implementation of the "Bat 
Yam Model of Personalized Education" 

3. Nes-
Tzionah: 

Implementation of "personalized education" in all 
the educational institutions in the town, and 
development of municipal excellence centers 

4. Ramat 
Hasharon: 

The Century Project:  A special course of training 
for success in the framework of high schools in 
the city, and development of a citywide program 
for all education systems in the town 

5. Acre  Personalized Education as a vehicle for studying 
at excellence centers 

6. Pardes 
Hanna-
Carcour 

Development of school uniqueness and creation 
of a track for personal growth and excellence for 
every learner in the education system 

7. Beer Sheva  Setting up a "future center" for the education 
system  in the framework of an education staff 
development center 

8. Hadera  Changing Givat Olga's internal and external 
status by founding a  Democratic Scholl as the 
"backbone" of a neighborhood/community 

9. Holon  Founding a "municipal children's parliament" 
which integrates children into the decision making 
processes of the city 

10. Upper 
Galilee and 
Hermon 
Entrance 

Creating pedagogic cooperation and a common 
educational space for the two regional councils 

11. Mitzpe 
Ramon 

A learning community – recognized as the first 
experimental settlement in Israel by the Ministry 
of education's department for experiments and 
initiatives 

12. Eilot region  Building a master plan for youth 
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The Institute for Democratic Education in Academia 

The Institute for Democratic Education operates and manages "The Greenhouse for 

Educational and Social Entrepreneurship”, a track of undergraduate studies at The 

Kibbutzim College.  The track offers two courses:  one in the Humanities and the other in 

Environmental Studies.  Over 200 students are presently studying in the "greenhouse", 

training to be innovators in the fields of society and the environment in Israel. 

 

 
Photos from the "The Greenhouse for Educational and Social Entrepreneurship”, 

 
��

The Institute for Democratic Education in the World  

The Institute for Democratic Education 

accompanies processes at a citywide, 

regional, or community level of various 

sizes and scopes, in several countries, as 

well as giving lectures and workshops 

throughout the world. The following table 

and map list some of our activities:  

New 
Zealand 

Founding the IDE – the new Zealand Institute of Democratic Education  

Australia: Accompaniment for the AAPAE (Australasian Association of Progressive 
and Alternative Education) school network 

USA Accompaniment of several schools and school networks 
Italy Accompaniment of the educational network in Trebiso 
UK Collaboration with the SML company and with the Summerhill and Sand 

schools 
South 
America 

The Yahad (Judaism and Democratic Education) program in Jewish schools 

Japan: Work with Shure University in Tokyo 
the EU A partner in international research on work/study environments which 

encourage cooperation 
 


